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China in Africa is an unconditional economic influence... and a debt
trap that threatens the destiny of the brown continent
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Abstract :

Over the past decade, China has become one of the largest active power in the African
continent, and a strong competitor to the United States of America and the traditional
colonial power, as it has strengthened its economic relations with African countries, taking
advantage of its various natural resources, especially oil, and the continent's distinguished
geographical location and the importance it represents in the Belt and Road project and
strategy China has surrounded the world economically, and in its policy, China has
followed 3 principles: equality, friendship, and equality in a way that has avoided the
negative aspects of Western dealings with Africa, conditioned by principles that Africans
consider an interference and an assault on their sovereignty. However, despite that, there
are challenges facing the Chinese role, chief among them. The debt trap in which many
African countries fell in a way that made China the largest creditor to a continent whose
population suffers from poverty and the inability to repay these debts, which raised fears
that the Chinese presence is a neo-colonialism that seeks to seize the capabilities and assets
of Africa.
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Chinese loans extended to African governments and state-owned enterprises

Angola is the top recipient of Chinese loans with $43.1 bin disbursed over 17 years

35

30

c !
S
3
=2 15 7 -
10
. i ..l
! _—,——-. - . p ! 0 i 1

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Source: CARI / Johns Hopkins School of Advanced international Studies

ob s e sl buie 2017 ple @ bogoy 8T ool "opll 3" 2y, S
ks (3 Lol Ogr 3 adly) Aol @28 Ldie SOVl "Bsslals” el Jo cdszal ()
Aol Sl Vg3 e 307 (pall pp o Jo o AWl 20 S LS (b g
slion el ¢ gmall oSN Sy 0 LONISH (s 2T el V55 Oske 757 9 celidl 69,00 0 L5V
ST odaid Cama)) (5 (63 bl b SON @) 3 3 (s dejl cgarls Ledisg "G amilala
S die 3 S aplll) dnall 3Sal) e beocelid) Lo U " asla e Lplis” ojlasly (35
S e 3] 358 ik S Sl Vas Ll 1.2 e 3 geeglsS asle Lile 99 i
"Dl w8 e coad) e Al Y AW sa SOV sl sl e Wb oYl
2 0laaS eVl o) sl s gt 06K 0 e Y pasduly daal
S oradly shandl S o) Togs 8" Gl SLIBYI (pall (ad) e (2N ey
Blogy Jolh iz SLEL Glas Lo al ¢ Olor L 5les ) 2B 3l59 anls i) 0L

16



1 pomd! SN Silydde Sy Ogd fudy ... by b (g3l 39 LT G el
& Ry Ba V) Jall 05 Jlal g Ly 8505 0 o ¢ bl S B (oall o 2 pYeY)

Ll (3 "0l 8" Ay OF LS (mlE g BILYI B3daze Ale Sl sk ditins O3
SN e B Ll Ogs el Joll jamy  blag Latis” 4l bags il el gila)) o
ol OF LS (Lgaad 2.3, 031 Joull o S o Comzy lbliily sulas 504y cipwlind) by 2l e
el o aedY wlalasl Lsd b ogag (Ll 3 Jsadly Lo Ol i candszad ol
R VPN

ol 4 s U 3l (3l o (LT ) Jso W 8p3lan e gl Sla 1Y)
Aot Lo ole il slall e BB qeoldizamy 5 Gims byt Lod Wgge 85T 1SCay Jyged)
Bane OV o 17 (3 Lebg 3 O (a3 ciimd) i) (b i) lielidly e dnall SIS
Sl e IS5 (3 Jres Jly Whaal cnall 3id Wi bl eds S5 ey chandall 5l
Do ST s fgezes OF iy Ligd) (3 lulond) plio 01 AU ¢ il V) 3541y (3Ll
wH o Syl 2g 3 ods Aasl ANl bl syl we cpeall s fuladl ol
ot St g ok Ling L3 b La) dall FLal) Pl 24T donsinl s 0555 OF L]
Ol S B2 by s apid I e 4] G (05028 desloghilly 2,80l dps eyl )
Sl o Iodomte Lolasal fsmatly OF Ll 1eiSey (WB13biat) dosdd L3l (3 o) BLEY plisaal
s i O (SE B (s (St 3 £ 13]5 (opnal) n WEUNe plisiand b e 2 V)
Plad) & sl ol el o Bls £ 0T e Yoty 350 285Y1 Jgll £y SO

China is the dominant bilateral lender in sub-Saharan Africa
Repayments on bilateral debt due this year (Sbn)
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2 Ayodele Odusola, “Investing in Africa is sound business and a sustainable
corporate strategy

« africarenewal, at

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/web-features/investing-africa-sound-business-
and-sustainable-corporate-strateqy
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20 Yun Sun,” China and Africa’s debt: Yes to relief, no to blanket forgiveness’,
brookings, 20 April2020, at

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2020/04/20/china-and-africas-debt-yes-
to-relief-no-to-blanket-forgiveness/
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> Ronak Gopaldas, Lessons from Sri Lanka on China's 'debt-trap

diplomacy’, «nstitute for security studies , at 21 Feb 2018, at

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/lessons-from-sri-lanka-on-chinas-debt-trap-

diplomacy
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%8 Dinko Hanaan Dinko, China’s ‘mask diplomacy’ wins influence across Africa,
during and after the pandemic,
Theconversation, at 11 May 2020, at

https://theconversation.com/chinas-mask-diplomacy-wins-influence-across-africa-during-
and-after-the-pandemic-153048
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